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Wow! Sunday was such a
special way to kick off our
Advent celebration of JOY
for the week! | want to take a
moment to thank all of the
staff and volunteers who
come together every year to
make our UnPageant truly
unforgettable! In ... Read More
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ADVENT

HoPe. Peace. Joy. Love.

Celebrating Christmas
Christmas Eve Services
Tuesday, December 24 | 5 pm & 7 pm

Please join us on Christmas
Eve for our beautiful
candlelight service. Choose
between the early service at 5
pm or the later service at 7
pm. Childcare will be available in the
nursery for infants through 5 years.

Office Closed
December 25 & 26

Deacons
Chili Cook off & Christmas Party
Recap

As many of you know,
the Annual Chili Cook
Off and Christmas Party
was held a little over
one week ago on
December 7th. This is
an event put on by the
Deacon’s each year with over 120 members
and guests and 60 kiddos in attendance.

There was a potluck dinner and members



., The office will be closed
s Christmas Day, Wednesday,
LR December 25th and the

following day, Thursday
December 26th, giving the staff a well-
» deserved rest.

s If something comes up that you need to chat
with the staff about, please leave a
message and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Family Ministries
All Creation Waits
Purchase Your Own Copy

& Al Grearion W Do you want to follow along
’W all month long, or share the
story with someone special in
your life? You can use the
Amazon link below to

= purchase your own copy, today!

Purchase on Amazon: All Creation Waits

¥ Bible Study
£ Saturday Men's Group
Taking December Off

Our Saturday Men's Bible Study and
breakfast group is taking December off.
We'll being in January. Questions? Contact
Dan Brown.

could enter their favorite chili recipe. The
winner is awarded the coveted “Golden
Crockpot” and this year Rachael Hazzard
won for the second year in a row! The
Deacon’s also invited families referred to
them by the Neighborhood Closet and
Family Promise and at least 12 of these
families were at the event.

The Christmas Party included our very own
Santa (Mikal Johnson) who visited with all
the children and photos were taken of him
with the kids. Activities for the children
included cookie and ornament decorating
which the Deacons managed. Being one of
the cookie helpers, | discovered quickly that
squeezable frosting is probably not a great
idea for this age group. Expect some
changes to the protocol next year! Each
child was given an age appropriate gift. As
you can imagine, these toys were a big hit
this year.

The Deacon’s are grateful that they have the
honor of serving these families and
members each year. It is a wonderful way to
show our mission of “Love First” to all who
attended.

Ellen Taylor

Sunday's Service

® This past Sunday we celebrated our traditional

Joy. Watch Now

UnPageant. Join us as we experience the gift of Advent

. General News

Missions Update
Family Promise
Diane Wakkinen

FamilyPromise

of North Idaho



As most of you probably know, Family
Promise North Idaho (FPNI) is part of a
national nonprofit organization, established
in 1988, dedicated to helping families with
children facing homelessness achieve
sustainable independence. Through a
network of local churches, volunteers, and
community partners, FPNI provides
temporary shelter, meals, case
management, and support services.

What you may not know is Family Promise
North Idaho has been a part of the national
organization since 2015 and 1st Pres was
the first church in our area to sign on as a
host church! FPNI has a minimal paid staff
and relies on grants and donations for all of
its funding which our Mission Committee
contributes to quarterly.

18t Pres is on a rotation (about five times
each year) with other local churches who
rely on volunteers to set-up rooms, greet
families, prepare and serve meals and do

what they can to make the families
comfortable during their stay.

In order for 1st Pres to support this
outreach of love we need coordinators who
manage these weekly stays. Teri and Bill
Burch have been dedicated food & meal
coordinators for the past six years. While
they will continue to volunteer, their days as
coordinators have come to an end. Until
recently, Judy Flieger coordinated overnight
hosting. Ann Smart coordinates take down,
set-up and laundry.

None of this could happen without their
dedicated skills but just as true, this could
not happen without all of the volunteers in
our congregation dedicated to our Love 1st
mission.

At this point, we are thrilled to announce
that Shae Mulligan and Mia Pipkin have
stepped in to fill the shoes of Teri, Bill and
Judy. You'll learn more of their stories in the
coming year!

Stewardship Campaign
2025 Pledge Cards

Please Submit Soon

¢ Bring it to the office

e Any Sunday - drop it in the offering
plate or Joash chest

¢ Go to the Giving Portal and use the
'‘General/Operating' module and
select either recurring or a lump sum.

Please note, the church highly values your
confidentiality. Only the church bookkeeper
and administrator have any access to donor
information. If you are concerned about the
privacy of your financial information or
pledge, please call Bonnie at the church
office and she will be happy to assist you.

Bell & Choir Rehearsals
Choir Rehearsal Roadmap
December

It seems many of our
sopranos are
snowbirds ... gone for
weeks at a time. So in
addition to needing
more tenors and basses ... we'd love to add
more sopranos to the choir. Everyone is
welcomel!

Feel free to come and join the
fun! Christmas prep starts soon ... the more
the merrier!

This is a heads up that our regular rehearsal
schedule has been adjusted for the next few
months. Take a look at our Bell and
Chancel choir pages on the website for
more details.




Getting Connected
Small Groups
Learn how to grow and

No Rehearsal: December 12. Contact
Renee if you have questions.

connect at 1st Pres. Visit

the Grow page on our Amazon Wishlist
website for a full list or 1st Pres Neighborhood Closet

use the links below.
Small Group Links
Men's Fellowship
Sermon-Based Small Groups

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Women's Circles

You can help anytime by going here!

1stPresDowntown

Neighborhood
Closet

‘B

Sunday Parking

o Parking at 1st Pres
Providing Comfort \ Sundays | 8 am - 1 pm ONLY
Prayer Shawls & SN

Lap Blankets

Do you know
someone who could
use a reminder that there are those who are
praying for them? You'll find a lovely
selection in the Fireside Room. Be sure to
complete the sign-out sheet so we know
where our prayers should be directed.

Sundays 8-1 pm only
1st Pres Parking Map
Download a Full-size Map Here

Weekly @ 1stPres

Sundays Thursdays

9 am Classic Service in Sanctuary & Online Men's Bible Study

10:30 am Contemplative Service in Sanctuary Ecumenical Kitchen Lunch
10:30 am Sunday Morning Bible Study Bell Choir Rehearsal

_______ Chancel Choir Rehearsal
DOXA Service 11 am in gym

Fridays
Knitting for Warmth
Family Ministries
Off Campus Participation Waivers Get Involved!
P P Church Center

As we have updated our systems over the
last year, our hope is to make sharing and
accessing the information you need easier.

Download Now!



We have an updated digital participation
waiver that includes medical and media
releases for students participating in off
campus church events. Each household will
only need to submit one form, and we will
renew/update information on a yearly basis.

For children and youth participating in any
off campus church events, we MUST have
a current participation waiver on file prior to
the event. This includes special events like
Tree to Tree, lake days, Confirmation, etc.
Thank you!

2024 PARTICIPATION WAIVER

church center

by planning center

Family Ministry is officially launching Church
Center for 1st Pres Families! Through
Church Center, you will be able to update
your household information, access the full
family calendar, register for special events,
access mobile check-in for kids (coming
soon), and more! The move to Church
Center gives families more access to up-to-
date information, gives our team easy ways
to communicate with our families, and will
serve as the center hub of information for
our ministry.
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