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Blog of the Week

- il Dan Brown

Small groups are not a new
idea. One of the earliest
examples of a small group was
recorded about 2000 years ago.
An itinerant teacher chose a
dozen men from crazy different

his group of followers*. In three years, they ...

walks of life and varying political viewpoints from

Important Links

1stPresDowntown.org
Church Calendar

1st Pres on Facebook

Giving
Prayer Requests

1st Pres on YouTube
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5 I Celebrating Holy Communion This Sunday ~e
e 7 Sunday, August 3 | 9 am Service Pop-up Choir is Singing! '

We will be celebrating Holy
Communion this coming
Sunday, August 3rd at the 9
am service. If you are

A worshipping from home,
n‘*" R please be sure to gather your elements
"t:,:‘ r] before the service begins.
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e 7 Community Outreach

# s Serving Ecumenical Lunch
i Thursday, August 7 1 11 am - 1 pm
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P It's our turn! We welcome our Ecumenical

Sunday, August 3 | 9 am Service

Our pop-up choir is singing this
Sunday, August 3rd. Join us for
this fun gospel jazz song
offertory! Just one practice at

8:10 am just before the 9 am .
service. Reach out to Renee for the music r'°‘ K o g
and the recording so you can practice at g g

home. ”r

Deacons
1st Pres Chefs
We Need Your Recipes!

We are collecting recipes all
July & August. Recipe sheets
and more information are
available in Krueger Hall, the
office or speak with Emily




guests every Thursday and most weeks Sharp. o 3 (o

other churches in our community host the i .\\\{h..‘
lunch. It is now our pleasure to serve on You can download the Recipe Collection . i
August 7th. Sheet, details are included. Or go directly to i
the collection site and input your recipe ‘
We'll need help setting up, providing food, HERE. Completed sheets can be placed in
serving and clean-up. There is a sign-up the basket in Krueger Hall or turned into the
sheet in Krueger Hall. If you have questions, office. N
please contact Karen Sines or Bev Rasor. 1% 19
Username: Firstpresdeacons R |
Password: ilovedeacons W
Second Chances 2 4
- s \\\\
On Becoming a Mentor o po N
Family Ministry o =
Learn More About the Program Send a Kid to Camp Fundraiser «
All July ‘

If you attended our
Second Chances
Coffee House
sponsored by our

Our fundraiser is winding
down but you can still
contribute. By donating you'll
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Community be funding:
Outreach team you o
learned about the e Full Meal Deal ($250) b, 1 (#
Free to Succeed mentoring program. If ¢ Overnight Under the Stars ($50) o .\\\{n..'
you're interested, this link will take you to  Wild Water Experience ($25) . " __;H
the application and a further explanation of o Bonfire ($10) i
the process. Learn More e S'mores ($5) '_'-\"I f’ -
Make your donation through the Giving PN N
Portal or by dropping it off at the office. Be e :‘" diy
sure to designate what activity you'd like to % g
fund. i
s &
. ¥
Sunday's Service g
This past Sunday in our Fruitful Together series, we FRUIT ap TH& éleT . ’ ——; ‘
U

reflect on the fruit of Self-Control — not as self-denial
for its own sake, but as joyful freedom in the life of
Christ. Watch Now
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1st Pres in the News Our very own Karsten Towrey, brilliant student, musician and e ha
o
Karsten Towrey youth group member was recently mentioned in the CdA Press. p o S

- | =
We're SO Proud! She is a student of note and a very high achiever! Read the ® « A

Article o




Thoughts from a Team Member
An Earth Care Moment

Gil Walker

For me, learning to care for the
Earth was a gradual process. |
can’t remember a time when |
didn’t love the outdoors.
However, my interest was focused on
chopping down a tree or making the biggest
campfire ever. Looking at my grandfather’s
magazine, | thought the focus on
conservation was all related to hunting and
fishing. For a long time, | believed
conservation problems were all caused by
those other guys.

| was in college before | was introduced to
the concept of ecology. A social science

professor, called Wilderness Dan, was
constantly trying to raise environmental
awareness in the community. About that
time, in the comic strip by Walt Kelley, Pogo
was looking for a polluter. Pogo, who is
following the miscreant’s circling footprints,
says, “We have found the enemy and he is
us.” It was then that | started thinking | might
be the problem.

It seems to me that the closer we are to an
Earth care problem, the harder it is to see.
But | do believe that we can move in the
right direction one step at a time. | still forget
to take a reusable carrier with me to the
grocery store, but | am getting better. Oh,
does anyone know any place that recycles
used plastic bags?

Building Our Future
Capital Campaign 2025

Make your pledge to the 2025 Capital
Campaign by visiting the Giving Portal.
Choose the Capital Campaign tile. You can
also pick up a pledge card at church on
Sunday morning.

A pledge can be a one time donation or a
designated amount over five years.

Questions? Please contact Pastor McLane,
Jon Hippler or Charlie Nipp for more
information.

Getting Connected

Small Groups

Learn how to grow and
connect at 1st Pres. Visit
the Grow page on our
website for a full list or use
the links below.

Small Group Links

Men's Fellowship
Sermon-Based Small Groups

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Women's Circles

Providing Comfort

Ongoing Giving
Ongoing | Contribute via
Giving Portal

@
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Feeding Families: Use a provided
envelope or the Giving Portal. Choose
Neighborhood Closet and designate
Feeding Families in the description field.

Fundraising for Belize Trip: Be sure to
mark any donation 'Missions Trip'. Donate

Sunday Parking




You'll find a lovely selection in the Fireside
Room. Be sure to complete the sign-out
sheet so we know where our prayers should
be directed.

Weekly @ 1stPres

Parking at 1st Pres
Sundays | 8 am - 1 pm ONLY

Sundays 8-1 pm only
1st Pres Parking Map
Download a Full-size Map Here

1stPresDowntown

Neighborhood
Closet

Amazon Wishlist

1st Pres Neighborhood Closet
You can help anytime by going here!

Sundays
9 am Classic Service in Sanctuary & Online
9:15-ish Sunday School

10:30 am Contemplative Service in Sanctuary

Family Ministry

Thursdays
Ecumenical Kitchen Lunch

Fridays
Knitting for Warmth

Upcoming Summer Events
e August 20 Summer Worship Series

Opportunities for Youth to Serve

Middle & High Schoolers: We want to
serve with you! Are you ready to jump in
and use your gifts and talents to live our
Love1st mission? Contact Kierstie to get
connected with any of the opportunities
below:

Middle & High School:
o Kids Zone Volunteer (between

Get Involved!
Church Center
Download Now!

church center

by planning center

Summer is here, and we have so much to
look forward to! Families with infants to
college kids, we'd love to have you join us in
worship and fellowship throughout the year.
Getting connected will give you the option to
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Sunday Services)

o Greeters @ Welcome Desk (Sunday
Mornings)

e Scripture Readers (Sunday 9 am
Service)

High School Only - Summer Worship Series
Nursery Support (3rd Wednesday, June &
August

Sunday Morning Volunteers

Can you help on
Sunday morning with

4 our Sunday School
:\ program?

Sign-up Here
Access Code: Loveist

1st Pres in the Community
What We're Doing Around Town

check-in/check-out for Sunday School,
RSVP for upcoming events, and view our
summer calendar all from the convenience
of your phone! Download the Church Center
app and get connected!

Download and join TODAY!

Off Campus Participation Waivers

For children and youth participating in any
off campus church events, we MUST have
a current participation waiver on file prior to
the event. This includes special events like
Tree to Tree, lake days, Confirmation, etc.
Thank you!

2025 PARTICIPATION WAIVER

Do you have an event or activity related to
1st Pres such as a neighborhood garage
sale, a fundraising walk or maybe a
performance the congregation would like to
know about?

Our new ‘classified' section will highlight
activities and events that 1st Pres members
and regular attenders are involved with.
Requests must be submitted and approved
by the Church Administrator.

S @t A VoEES I Ll

This new section will appear here at the very
bottom of each week's edition once we have
approved content.

Categories are:
o Entertainment | Arts | Community
¢ Ministry | Non-profit
¢ Inthe Neighborhood

Please submit content to Janet for review
and posting.

If you have any questions contact Janet or
Bonnie.
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