Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

From Finished to Fulfilled: The Word That Ends, the Question That Begins
John 19:20-28 and John 20:11-15

Week of April 20, 2025

This week’s scripture:

John 19:20-28

When Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A
jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and
held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

John 20:11-15

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have
taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” 24 When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this passage?
* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “It is finished”? How does this change the way
we understand our relationship with God? Do you ever find yourself living as if the work isn’t
truly finished? What does that look like?

® Pastor Mclane said that. ““The Judge is judged in our place.” What does that mean to you?

*  “Why are you weeping?” Why do you think Jesus asks Mary this question? Have you ever had a
moment where God gently questioned your sorrow or redirected your perspective?

* The sermon invited us to live between “It is finished” and “Why are you weeping?” Where do
you find yourself in that space right now—more in the Friday sorrow or Sunday joy?

* Read Revelation 22:1-2. What stands out to you about this vision of the restored garden? How
is Jesus—as the “gardener” in John 20 and the Lamb on the throne—central to both the
beginning and end of the story?
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