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The Holiness of the Church 
1 Peter 1:13-16 

Week of May 11, 2025 

This week’s scripture:	  
13 Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on 
the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14 Like obedient 
children, do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 
15 Instead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 16 for it 
is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following:  

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) 
in this passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• Read 1 Peter 1:13–16 aloud together. What word or phrase stands out to you 
most? Why do you think it captures your attention? When you hear the word 
“holiness,” what thoughts or emotions come to mind? How has your 
understanding of holiness changed over time? 

• In what ways does popular culture distort or misunderstand the idea of 
holiness? How can those misunderstandings affect how Christians view their 
own calling? 

• Revisit the “old patterns” from the sermon (anger, consumerism, tribalism, self-
centeredness). Which of these patterns do you most identify with—and how is 
God inviting you to live differently? 
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• The sermon stated that holiness is not a means to salvation, but a response to 
grace. Why do you think it’s so common for people to try to “earn” God’s love 
through performance? How does embracing holiness as a gift change the way 
you live? 

• What is one way you could be more intentional about living a “set apart” life 
this week?
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