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A Spirit of Wisdom
Ephesians 1:15-19

Week of January 18, 2026

This week’s scripture:

15] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason 16| do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. 17| pray that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the following:
* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

1. Opening Reflection
* The sermon named confusion as a real obstacle to faithful living in a broken world.
Where do you most often feel confused or overwhelmed when you look at the state of
the world today? How does that confusion affect your faith or sense of calling?

2. A Great Calling, Real Obstacles
*  We are called to witness to Christ who gathers all things to Himself—yet the need
around us can feel enormous. Have you ever found yourself asking, “What can | do in the
face of so much hurt?” What emotions tend to surface when you ask that question?

3. The Gift of the Holy Spirit
*  The sermon reminded us that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit, who guides us through
“murky waters.” What does it mean to you to trust the Spirit’s guidance rather than
having clear answers? Where do you struggle most with that trust?
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4. The Power of Prayer
* Paul responds to uncertainty not with instructions, but with prayer.
How do you usually approach prayer when you feel confused or unsure?
In what ways might prayer be more about re-orientation than problem-solving?

5. Wisdom That Wrestles
* Paul prays for a spirit of wisdom rooted in knowing Christ, not simply knowing
information. Have you ever experienced faith as a kind of “wrestling with God”? What
did that wrestling teach you—or how did it change you?

6. Enlightened Hearts
* Paul prays for “the eyes of the heart” to be enlightened. What is the difference between
knowing something in your head and knowing it in your heart? Where do you long for
deeper understanding or clarity right now?

7. Christian Hope
* The sermon distinguished Christian hope from optimism or denial. How would you
describe Christian hope in your own words? How is it different from simply hoping things
will get better?

8. Hope That Does Not Disappoint
* Paul reminds us that God’s power—not ours—is at work, and that hope does not
disappoint. How does it change your perspective to remember that you are not
responsible for fixing the world? Where might this free you to love more faithfully?

9. Lovelst in Uncertain Times
* Lovelst calls us to act even when clarity is incomplete. What might it look like to practice
Lovelst while still living with questions or uncertainty? What is one small step of love
you feel called to take right now?
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