Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Captive of the Spirit
Acts 20:17-24

Week of March 2, 2025
This week’s scripture:9
17 From Miletus Paul sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to meet
him. 18 When they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived
among you the entire time from the first day that | set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord
with all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of
the Jews. 20| did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you
and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 2! as | testified to both Jews and
Greeks about repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. 22 And now, as a
captive to the Spirit, | am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me
there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and
persecutions are waiting for me. 24 But | do not count my life of any value to myself, if
only I may finish my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to
testify to the good news of God’s grace.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* In what ways do you reflect the humility of Christ in your own life?

* How would your actions and priorities change if you “changed your mindset from
comfort to community”?

* Inverse 24, Paul states that he wants to “finish my course and the ministry that |
received from the Lord Jesus.” What do you need in order to finish your race
strong?
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