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Don’t Hold Back
Acts 4:32 - 5:6

Week of October 13, 2024

This week’s scripture:

32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned
was held in common. 33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them
and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet,
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 3¢ There was a Levite, a native of
Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means
“son of encouragement”). 37 He sold a field that belonged to him, then brought
the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

5 1 But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece

of property; 2with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the proceeds, and
brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why
has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the
proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And
after it was sold, were not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have
contrived this deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!” > Now when
Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who
heard of it. 6 The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried him out
and buried him.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss
the following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters,
priorities) in this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?
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Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the
following:

What are some of the needs that you see in your own life? In your family?

In your community? In what ways might your work toward meeting those
needs?

Do you live your life from abundance or scarcity? Can you give examples of
both?

Name one area of your life that God may be calling you to generous living.
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