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Hope: God Speaks a Future 
Isaiah 40: 1-5 

Week of November 30, 2025 

This week’s scripture:	  
 
1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand  double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,  make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up,  and every mountain and hill be made low;  the 
uneven ground shall become level,  and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following:  

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in 
this passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• What does it mean that God’s first word to Israel in exile is “Comfort”? 
How does this challenge or affirm the way we think God responds to us in difficult 
seasons? 

• What stands out to you in the imagery of valleys lifted and mountains lowered? 
What do you think these images are meant to communicate about God’s 
character? 

• The passage suggests that God does the heavy lifting—reshaping the landscape, 
making a way. How is this different from the way we often try to “fix” or “manage” 
our wilderness moments? 
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• Where do you need God to speak the word “comfort” in your life right now? How 
might you make spiritual space to hear that word? 

• Advent teaches us to wait actively, not passively. What does it look like for you to 
“prepare the way of the Lord” this Advent season?
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