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Joined Together
Ephesians 2:17-22

Week of February 22, 2026

This week’s scripture:

17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?
* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

1. Peace and Proximity
* The sermon said, “Peace leads to proximity—but is proximity enough?”
What is the difference between being near someone and being committed to
them? Where have you experienced one without the other?

2. From Strangers to Family
* Paul says we are no longer strangers or outsiders, but members of God'’s
household. What emotions come up when you hear the word “family” used to
describe the church? Does that feel comforting, complicated, challenging?
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3. Belonging and Responsibility
* Citizenship and household both imply responsibility. What responsibilities
naturally come with belonging to a family? How might that translate into life in
the church?

4. Independent Spiritual Units
* The sermon emphasized that we are not independent spiritual units but joined
together. Where do you see individualism shaping how Christians approach church
today? How does Paul’s vision challenge that mindset?

5. Joined Together
* Paul says we are “joined together” and being built into a dwelling place for God.
What does it look like for believers to truly be joined together—not just attending
the same service, but sharing life?

6. Commitment in Practice
*  Commitment means staying when it’s inconvenient and forgiving when it’s hard.
Where is commitment hardest for you—in church, friendships, family, or
community? What makes long-term faithfulness difficult?

7. Christ the Cornerstone
* Paul calls Christ the cornerstone—the one who determines alignment.
What happens in a church when Christ is not the cornerstone of its unity?
How can we realign ourselves with Him?
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8. Lovelst and Shared Life
* Lovelst calls us not just to kindness, but to committed presence.
What would it look like for our church to move from proximity to deep
commitment? What small step could you personally take?

9. A Dwelling Place for God
* Paul says God dwells in a people built together. How might God’s presence
become more visible in our community if we truly lived as one household?
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