Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Known By Love
John 13:34-35

Week of June 1, 2025

This week’s scripture:

34| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you,
you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:
* Jesus calls this a “new command.” What makes this command new or distinct
from previous commands to love?

* What does it mean to love others “as | have loved you”? How is Jesus’ love
different from cultural or casual forms of love?

* According to verse 35, how does love function as a witness to the world? Why do
you think Jesus chose love—not knowledge or holiness—as the defining mark of
discipleship?

* In what ways is love tested in Christian community? What are some challenges to
consistently loving one another?

* How does the Fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23 reinforce the importance of
love in building healthy relationships?

* What practices help you grow in love for others—even when it’s difficult?
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