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Leading in Love 1st
Ephesians 1:1-2
Week of January 4, 2026

This week’s scripture:

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus and
are faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

1. Opening Reflection
* Paul addresses the church as “saints” and “faithful in Christ Jesus.”
*  What emotions or reactions does that language stir in you?
* Does it feel encouraging, uncomfortable, or surprising? Why?

2. Identity Before Action
* This sermon emphasized that Paul names who the church is before telling them
what to do.
*  Why do you think identity matters before action in the life of faith?
*  How might this shape the way we live out Lovelst?

3. Grace and Peace
* Paul begins with the blessing, “Grace to you and peace.”
*  Where do you most need grace right now? Where do you long for peace?
*  How might receiving these from God change the way you treat others?

4. Church and City
* Ephesus was described as spiritually anxious, divided, and driven by power and
status.
*  Where do you see similar dynamics in Coeur d’Alene today?
*  How might God be calling our church to respond—not with fear, but with love?
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5. Lovelst as a Calling

Lovelst was named not as a slogan, but as a vocation.

What does it mean for a church to lead with love rather than react out of anxiety
or frustration?

What challenges does that create?

6. Being “Set Apart for” the City

The sermon suggested that following Jesus is not about separation from the city,
but dedication to it.

How does that understanding of faith change your view of the church’s role in the
community?

7. Naming Our Role

The sermon acknowledged that God is at work—and that we have a role to play.
Where do you sense God inviting you personally to participate in Lovelst this
year?

What small, faithful step might that involve?
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