Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Love: God Speaks Himself
1John 4:9

Week of December 21, 2025

This week’s scripture:

God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him.

6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:
* Looking back over Advent (Hope, Peace, Joy, Love), which theme has been most
meaningful for you this season—and why?

* The sermon emphasized that God does not just say love—God shows love. Why
do you think this distinction matters for our faith?

* Who in your life might God be inviting you to love more intentionally this week?
What might that love look like in action rather than words?

* The sermon suggested that many people are “surviving but not truly living.”
Where might God be inviting you into fuller, freer life through love?

* In what ways does receiving God’s love change how we engage conflict,
difference, or discomfort in community?
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