Sermon-based Small Groups

of

1stPresDowntown

Open the Gates

Psalm 118:2-4, 19-20, 27-18

This week’s scripture:

2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”

3 Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”

4 Let those who fear the Lord say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that | may enter through them

and give thanks to the Lord.

20 This is the gate of the Lord;

the righteous shall enter through it.

27 The Lord is God,

and he has given us light.

Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar.

28 You are my God, and | will give thanks to you;

you are my God, | will extol you.

Week of March 29, 2026

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the

following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in

this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?
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Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

1. Opening Reflection: The Movement of Palm Sunday
* Palm Sunday is described as a procession—a movement toward God. Where do
you feel “in motion” in your faith right now? Where do you feel stuck or
stationary?

2. God’s Steadfast Love
* The Psalm begins with the declaration, “His steadfast love endures forever.” What
does “steadfast love” mean to you? Why is it important that this truth comes
before anything we do?

3. Trusting Love vs. Earning Love
* The sermon emphasized that we don’t move toward God to be loved—we move
because we already are. Where do you find yourself trying to earn God’s love?
What would it look like to live this week rooted in His love?

4. Thanksgiving as the Key
* Psalm 118 connects entering the gates with giving thanks. Why do you think
gratitude is described as the way “in”? When is it hardest for you to practice
thanksgiving?

5. Gratitude and Trust
* The crowd on Palm Sunday praises Jesus before they understand what will
happen. How does gratitude require trust, especially in uncertain situations? Can
you share a time when giving thanks changed your perspective?

6. Entering God’s Presence
*  The Psalm describes a “festal procession” into God’s presence. What does it mean
to you to actively enter God’s presence? How is following Jesus more like a
journey than a one-time decision?
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