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Our Home: Fire
Acts 2:1-4

Week of July 28, 2026

This week’s scripture:

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?
* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the

following:

1. Opening Reflection: Fire as Complicated

The sermon opened with the observation that fire in the Pacific Northwest is a
complicated subject — we associate it with loss, but ecologists tell a different
story. Has your own experience of fire — literal or figurative — been more
complicated than you expected? What did it take away, and what, if anything,
did it make room for?
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The sermon drew a connection between the ecological reality of forest fire and
the Spirit's work in us. Did that image land for you? What does it clarify about
how the Spirit works — and what does it leave unresolved?

2. The Disciples Were Full — of the Wrong Things

The sermon described the disciples not as empty people waiting to be filled,
but as full people — carrying fifty days of accumulated fear, confusion, shame,
and old assumptions. Which of those four — fear, confusion, shame, or old
assumptions — do you most identify with in your own life right now?

The sermon asked: “What accumulates in us over time that we stop noticing?”

The reflection it pointed to was the identities we claim — roles, wounds, failures,
and self-definitions we carry without examining. What is one identity or self-
description you have been carrying that may need to be held more loosely?

3. The Spirit Comes to Clear

The sermon noted that the Spirit’s arrival at Pentecost was not gentle — wind,
fire, sound that filled the house. Why do you think the Spirit chose such a
dramatic mode of arrival? What does that suggest about the nature of the
clearing work the Spirit needed to do?

The sermon described the Spirit's fire as doing an interior work before an
exterior one — filling the room and resting on each person before a single word
was spoken. In your own experience of the Spirit's work, have you noticed that
interior pattern? What did the interior clearing feel like before the outward
change became visible?

4. What the Spirit Clears

The sermon named four things the Spirit cleared in the disciples: fear, old
categories, shame, and passivity. It then named four things the Spirit may be
clearing in us: accumulated anxiety, fixed certainty about how God works, grief
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that has become identity, and a cluttered life with no open ground. Which of
these feels most personally relevant to you — and why?

The sermon referenced Isaiah 43: “"Behold! | am about to do a new thing — do
you not perceive it?” The garden beds illustration suggested that new growth
requires us to do the hard work of clearing. Is there something in your life — a
habit, a relationship pattern, a long-held assumption — that you sense God
inviting you to clear, but that you have been reluctant to release? What makes it
hard to let go?
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