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Our Home: The Land
Jeremiah 29:4-7

Week of August 2, 2026

This week’s scripture:

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat
what they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons,
and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply
there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into

exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:
* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?
* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the
following:

1. Opening Reflection: Passing Through or Belonging?

The sermon opened with a distinction: living somewhere means your address is here;
belonging means your heart is here. On that spectrum, where would you honestly
place yourself in relation to North Idaho—or wherever you have called home? What
has made it easy or difficult to truly belong?

2. God Places Us Where We Are

The sermon highlighted the phrase “whom | have sent” in Jeremiah 29—God claiming
sovereignty over the exiles’ displacement. The sermon illustrated this with a story of a
young woman in Washington D.C. who discovered she had been sent rather than
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merely situated. Have you ever looked back on a move, a circumstance, or an
unwanted change and recognized God’s hand in placing you somewhere? What did
that realization do to your sense of purpose in that place?

3. Build and Plant: The Posture of Rootedness

God’s commands to the exiles are strikingly practical: build houses, plant gardens. The
sermon noted that these are the actions of someone who has stopped waiting for life
to begin somewhere else. In what area of your life—relationships, neighborhood,
church, community—are you still in “tent mode,” holding back from full investment?
What would it look like to build something more permanent there?

4. Seek the Shalom of the City

The sermon described shalom not as the absence of conflict but as wholeness and
flourishing—everything as it should be. God calls the exiles to seek the shalom of the
very city that took them captive. Who or what in your life is it hardest to seek
flourishing for—a difficult neighbor, a community you feel at odds with, an institution
you distrust? What would seeking their shalom require of you?

The sermon landed on a striking promise: “In its welfare you will find your welfare.”
Your flourishing is bound up with the flourishing of the place and people around you.
The sermon pointed to the mentors in our own congregation as an example of this.
Where have you experienced that truth—that investing in someone else’s flourishing
brought something alive in you as well?

5. Living It Out

The sermon closed with a triple call: to build here, plant here, pray here, and belong
here—not because North Idaho is the promised land, but because it is where God has
sent us. What is one specific, concrete act of rootedness you could take this week—
something that plants you a little more deeply in this place and its people?

The series has one week remaining, focused on stewardship. As you think about
everything the landscapes have offered this summer—what they have revealed about
God and about your calling in this place—what is the most important thing you want
to carry forward? What has changed, or begun to change, in the way you see your
home?
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