Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Sustained by Joy
John 15:9-11

Week of June 8, 2025

This week’s scripture:

9 As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. 11| have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* The word "abide" (uévw) means to stay, remain, or dwell. What do you think it
means to “abide in Christ’s love” on a daily basis?

* The sermon mentioned that many cultural promises (social media, politics,
economic prosperity) offer connection and satisfaction but often fall short. Where
have you experienced that kind of disappointment?

* In what ways do you think joy and obedience are connected? How does
obedience to Jesus lead to greater joy?

* Are you currently abiding in Christ—or are you trying to draw joy from somewhere
else? What might help you reconnect with Jesus this week?
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