Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Testing the Spirit
Acts 15: 1-5

Week of January 26, 2025
This week’s scripture:

1 Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers,
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and
Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this
guestion with the apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent on their way by the
church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the
conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. 4 When they came
to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and
they reported all that God had done with them. >But some believers who belonged to
the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised
and ordered to keep the law of Moses.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* Why are we tempted to place boundaries on God'’s grace?

* In what circumstances do you find your self using conditional language (i.e. unless,
if, only, etc.)?

* How do you remember God’s grace to you in your daily life?
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