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The Commission of Grace 

Ephesians 3:1-6 
Week of March 1, 2026 

This week’s scripture: 

1 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles
— 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given 
me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 
above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 
of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers 
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following: 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in 
this passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

1. When Participation Costs Something 
• Paul describes his imprisonment not as failure, but as participation. 

When have you experienced obedience to God as costly rather than comfortable? 
How did that experience shape you? 

2. Spectator or Participant? 
• The sermon emphasized that participation shapes us differently than observation. 

Where in your faith are you mostly observing rather than participating? What 
might stepping more fully in look like? 
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3. Grace That Shapes Character 

• “When you participate in mercy, your heart softens.” Can you think of a time 
when practicing mercy, reconciliation, or costly love changed you internally? What 
shifted in you? 

4. Joining What God Is Already Doing 
• Paul’s commission was participation in work God had already begun. 

How does it change your perspective to think that God is already at work around 
you? Where might God already be moving in your family, workplace, school, or 
community? 

5. God’s Expansive Grace 
• The inclusion of the Gentiles revealed that God’s grace is not tribal. 

Are there groups of people you unconsciously think of as “far off”? 
How might God’s heart be wider than your current assumptions? 

6. The Mystery Revealed in Jesus 
• The sermon said, “If you want to know what God wants for your life, look to 

Jesus.” When facing a decision, how often do you explicitly ask, “What looks most 
like Jesus here?” What difference might that make? 

7. Imitation and Formation 
• Think about a teacher who shaped you. In what ways are you currently imitating 

Christ in your relationships? Where is that imitation difficult? 

8. Spirit-Led Stretching 
• The Spirit reveals grace but also challenges preconceived notions. 

Has there been a time when the Spirit stretched or disrupted your assumptions? 
How did you respond? 

9. Love1st and Alignment 
• Love1st is about aligning with God’s revealed grace. What would it look like for 

our church to more fully align with what God is already doing? 
What boundary might God be inviting us to cross?
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