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The Elder Son’s Resentment 
Luke 15:25-30 

Week of March 23, 2025 

This week’s scripture:	  
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 
27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because 
he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For 
all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with 
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following:  

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in 
this passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

• Can you relate to the elder son’s feeling of “slaving away” but not being 
celebrated? In what areas of life—faith, work, family—do you feel unnoticed or 
under appreciated? 

• Nouwen says: “The obedient and dutiful life, for which I am praised, can feel like a 
burden laid on my shoulders.” How can obedience to God drift into joyless duty? 
What warning signs might tell you that you’re slipping into this mindset? 
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• In what ways might comparison and self-righteousness block us from experiencing 
the joy and freedom of being God’s beloved child? 

• The father says to the elder son: “You are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours.” What does this reveal about the father’s heart toward the elder son? Why 
do you think the elder son didn’t believe this truth? 
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