Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

The Elder Son’s Return
Luke 15:31-32

Week of March 30, 2025

This week’s scripture:

31Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* The parable leaves us hanging—will the elder son go in? Why do you think Jesus
ended the story this way? What emotions or thoughts do you think were running
through the elder son’s mind?

* Trust and gratitude are the disciplines of the elder son’s return. How does trust in
God’s love free us from comparison and complaint? Share one practical way you
can choose gratitude this week—even in an area where you’re tempted to
complain.

* How does knowing that Jesus is the true elder Son, who brings us home, change
your view of this story? In what ways can you reflect His grace and love to others
this week?
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