Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

The Father’s Compassion
Luke 15:20-24

Week of April 6, 2025

This week’s scripture:

20So the younger son set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22 But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began
to celebrate.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* Rembrandt’s painting shows one hand strong and masculine, and the other soft
and feminine. How do you experience God’s fatherly and motherly qualities? Why
is it important to understand God in both ways?

* What breaks your heart about the world right now? How might grief be part of
your growth into spiritual maturity?

* Becoming the Father means giving without expecting anything in return. What
does true generosity look like in your life right now? What might God be calling
you to give—time, attention, love—that costs you something?

* How can your life become a home for others?
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