Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Our Home: The Forest of Faith
Revelation 4:15-16

Week of June 21, 2026
This week’s scripture:

15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like
Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. 16 He makes the whole body fit together
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that
the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in this
passage?
* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

1. The sermon compared the Church to a forest, where trees are connected beneath
the surface. Who are some people God has used to nourish, encourage, or
strengthen your faith journey? How have they impacted your life?

2. Ephesians reminds us that every part of the body has a role to play. What gifts,
experiences, wisdom, or perspectives do you think God has given you that could
help others grow in faith?

3. The forest illustration highlighted the importance of different ages and stages of
growth. What is something you've learned from someone of a different
generation than your own? What might that teach us about being an
intergenerational church?
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4. The nurse log illustration showed how old growth becomes nourishment for new
life. Looking back, how has God used a difficult season, loss, failure, or challenge
to bring growth or blessing—either in your life or in someone else's?

5. Our LOVE1st mission reminds us that love is the soil where faith grows. What is
one practical way you can help create a community where people feel welcomed,
valued, encouraged, and connected this week?

BONUS Wonder Question:

| wonder who God is inviting you to encourage, mentor, learn from, or simply spend time
with this week?
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