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The Fullness of Time 
Ephesians 1:9-14 

Week of January 18, 2026 

This week’s scripture: 
	  

With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the 
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our 
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following: 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in 
this passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

1. Opening Reflection 
• The sermon claimed that our deep desire to know our purpose is ultimately 

answered by God’s will in Christ. 
When have you felt most aware of a longing for purpose in your life? 
How have you tried to answer that longing? 
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2. God’s Will Revealed 
• Paul says God has made known the mystery of His will. 

Why do you think it matters that God’s purpose is revealed rather than hidden? 
• How does this shape trust in God? 

3. The Fullness of Time 
• The sermon described the “fullness of time” not as the end of history, but as the 

culmination of it—the reign of God’s Kingdom. 
• What images or ideas come to mind when you hear “the fullness of time”? 
• How does this differ from thinking only about heaven or the afterlife? 

4. Gathering All Things in Christ 
• God’s plan is to gather all things in Christ—things in heaven and on earth. 
• Where do you see fragmentation or division in the world right now? 
• How does this vision challenge despair or cynicism? 

5. Participation, Not Observation 
• The sermon emphasized that discipleship means participating in God’s reconciling 

work, not just believing in it. 
• What does it mean to you to participate in God’s work rather than simply wait for 

it? 
• Where do you sense God inviting you into this participation? 

6. Inheritance and Hope 
• Paul speaks of our inheritance as something already given, yet not fully realized. 
• How does the idea of inheritance shape the way we live in the present? 
• What kind of hope does it create? 
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7. Sealed by the Spirit 
• The Holy Spirit is described as a seal and a pledge of what is to come. 
• How does knowing that God has sealed us affect your sense of security or 

belonging? 
• Where do you struggle to trust that God’s promises will be fulfilled? 

 

8. Love1st as Witness 
• The sermon claimed that Love1st is our witness to God’s reconciling reality as the 

only true reality. 
• What does it look like to live as if Christ’s reign is already true, even when the 

world looks otherwise? 
• How might our church embody this more clearly in Coeur d’Alene? 
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