Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

The Younger Son Leaves
Luke 15:11-16

Week of March 9, 2025
This week’s scripture:9
11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he
divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he
had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 1> So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything.

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the
following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in
this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following:

* InJesus’ time, asking for an inheritance early was like wishing the father was
dead. How does this deepen your understanding of the younger son’s decision?

* Henri Nouwen describes the “distant country” as a place where everything
considered holy is disregarded. What does the “distant country” look like in our
modern world? Are there areas in your own life where you feel like you’ve been
living in a “distant country”?

* The son believed leaving home would bring freedom. Instead, it led to bondage
and brokenness. Have you ever pursued something that you thought would bring
happiness, only to realize it left you empty?
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