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Uncommon Love 

Ephesians 5:21 
Week of May 24, 2026 

This week’s scripture: 

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss the 
following: 

• What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters, priorities) in 
this passage? 

• What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week? 

Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the following: 

1. Opening Reflection: What Is Freedom? 
The sermon challenged the way our culture often thinks about freedom. When you hear 
the word freedom, what comes to mind? How does Paul’s vision of freedom differ from 
common cultural ideas? 

2. Freed For One Another 
The sermon emphasized that in Christ we are not freed from one another but freed for 
one another. What does that distinction mean to you? Why do you think Christian 
freedom is often misunderstood? 

3. Mutual Submission 
Paul says, “Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.” What feelings or 
assumptions come up when you hear the word submission? How does understanding 
submission as mutual self-giving reshape those assumptions? 
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4. Christ as the Model 
Jesus consistently used His power to serve others rather than control them. Where do 
you most clearly see Christ’s self-giving love in the Gospels? Why is serving others often 
more difficult than simply helping ourselves? 

5. Freedom and Relationships 
The sermon noted that uncommon love becomes especially important in relationships 
that can become culturally distorted. Where do you see relationships in our culture 
being shaped more by control, self-interest, or power than love? How might Christ 
reshape those patterns? 

6. Love That Costs Something 
The sermon described uncommon love as seeking another person’s good even when it 
costs us something. When have you experienced that kind of love from someone else? 
When has loving someone required sacrifice from you? 

7. Love1st and Everyday Life 
Love1st calls us to use our freedom for others. Where in your life right now is God 
inviting you to practice uncommon love? What would it look like to Love1st in that 
situation? 

8. Power Reimagined 
The sermon emphasized that Christ-shaped power serves rather than dominates. Where 
are you tempted to protect yourself, win, or preserve control? What might self-giving 
love look like instead? 

9. Living Uncommon Love 
The sermon ended by asking us to see freedom differently. What is one concrete step 
you can take this week to use your freedom for the flourishing of someone else?
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