Sermon-based Small Groups
of

1stPresDowntown

Woven Threads
Acts 11:19-26

Week of November 24, 2024

This week’s scripture:

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the
word to no one except Jews. 20 But among them were some men of Cyprus and
Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also, proclaiming the
Lord Jesus. 21 The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number became
believers and turned to the Lord. 22 News of this came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 22 When he came and saw the
grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord
with steadfast devotion; 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went
to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with the church and taught a
great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called
“Christians.”

Scripture Reflection Questions: Read this week’s scripture together and discuss
the following:

* What do we learn about God (e.g., traits, personality, what matters,
priorities) in this passage?

* What do we learn about people, and ourselves in particular, this week?
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Sermon Reflection Questions: Reflecting on this week’s sermon, discuss the
following:

* How do you know that God is at work in your life?

* Areyouinclined to view your failures, regrets, and shame as evidence of
God’s work in your life? Why or why not?

* When Jesus dies on the cross, our shame is crucified with him. How might
this reality change our relationship with our shame?

* Where is God weaving threads of grace in your life?
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